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April 30, 2020 

Dear Seniors & Senior Parents/Guardians,  

As we all continue to make necessary adjustments during the changing health and economic situation 
gripping our nation, I wish to thank you and all the seniors for your continued patience and resilience in 
response to the many challenges that have been encountered over the past several weeks. I continue to 
be impressed from the reports of the teaching staff about the positive attitude many of the students 
have exhibited and the attempts to “normalize” the learning in the face of such abnormal times. Let’s 
keep it going as much as possible through the coming weeks.  

We are nearing the midpoint of the online, distance learning for seniors so I wanted to take this 
opportunity to update everyone on some of the important matters concerning the senior class. First and 
foremost is graduation. Thank you to those that submitted various suggestions or ideas they have seen 
being suggested in other schools. We received 21 responses to date and have categorized the various 
ideas. Our goal is to offer the most personalized commencement ceremony for the graduates while 
maintaining the safety of the participants and remain within the guidelines in effect at that time. 

Please be aware that there is a distinction between officially graduating high school and the 
commencement ceremony that celebrates the students’ achievement. Seniors that meet all district 
requirements for graduation will be graduated on the last day of the school year, June 12, 2020. This will 
permit transcripts to be sent to colleges, military commitments to proceed, and students directly 
entering the workforce to continue with their plans. The commencement ceremony date has been set 
for Wednesday, June 24 should the social-distancing guidelines and mass gathering restrictions be 
relaxed at that time. If restrictions prevent us from maintaining that date, an alternate date of 
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 has been established. The exact format of the ceremony is yet to be decided 
and I will work with the PTF, Senior Class Advisors and District Administration in reviewing the various 
options given the guidelines in place at that time.  

Currently, only about 2/3 of the graduates have ordered their caps & gowns. If you have not done so 
yet, please use this link (Order Cap & Gown) to order. Even in the event of a virtual ceremony, I am sure 
most families would still like pictures of the graduates in their caps & gowns. We are also checking into 
the possibility of refunding for any packages not opened by the students.  

Online classes for seniors will end on May 22 so that seniors may shift their focus to the APEX Project. 
The APEX advisors have scheduled a virtual senior class meeting this Friday, May 1 at 2:00 pm. Students 
were notified via Canvas and can access the link for the meeting in the APEX Canvas course. At that 
meeting, Mrs. Korn and Mrs. Soriano will review the expectations and timelines for the revised, virtual 
APEX Project. Information on the new guidelines will be posted on the high school website following the 
meeting.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dbevSFkIgHJxxy_fdFoqtaOFBay4mP0YtKnPhFTo1nY/edit?usp=sharing
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We are aware that seniors may need to gain access to personal items still located at the school, in 
addition to returning school-issued items such as books and laptop devices. Unfortunately, students and 
parents are still not permitted on campus under the “Stay at Home Order” from Governor Wolf. Once 
that order is lifted or revised, the district will publish a plan for all students to access their belongings 
and return materials. In addition, some seniors may also have money remaining in their cafeteria 
account. Please use this link (Cafeteria Balance) to inform the Food Service Department what you would 
like them to do with that money.  
 
We recognize that the stressors of the current situation can impact individuals in many ways. Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to our support services staff if you have any concerns about your children. 
The staff and administration of New Hope-Solebury High School are here to assist during these difficult 
times. Stay safe and healthy.  
 
Sincerely,  

 

Stephen J. Seier 
High School Principal 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hskLR8BZ5m2tkvDplXAcJ8pmuQXqoc1RYVaEQIyTmjo/edit?usp=sharing

